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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



" Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere 
Of planets, and of fix'd, in all her wheels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolved, yet regular 
Then most, when most irregular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 
So smoothes her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Listens delighted." — Milton. 

" On yon caarulean plain, 
In exultation to their God, and thine, 
They* dance, they sing eternal jubilee, 
Eternal celebration of his praiBe. 
But, since their song arrives not at our ear, 
Their dance perplex'd exhibits to the sight 
Fair hieroglyphic of his peerless pow'r. 
Mark, how the labyrinthian turns they take, 
The circles intricate, and mystic maze, 
Wave the grand cypher of omnipotence ; 
To gods, how great! how legible to man!" — Young. 

" Shef with the spheres harmonious nightly leads 
The mazy dance, and hears their matchless strain ; 
A strain for gods, deny'd to mortal ear." — Young. 

" That innumerable company 
Who in broad circle lovelier than the rainbow, 
Girdle this round earth in a dizzy motion, 
With noise too vast and constant to be heard ; 
Fitliest unheard ! For oh, ye numberless, 
And rapid travellers ! what ear unstunn'd, 
What sense unmadden'd, might bear up against 
The rushing of your congregated wings ?" 

Coleridge. 

'■' Though a descended Pleiad, will not one 
Of thine harmonious sisters keep in tune 
Thy spheres, and as thy silver proxy shine ?" 

Keats. 

'■ The tuneful spheres that glide 
In endless union, earth and sea above." 

Wordsworth. 
(To be continued.) 

* The Planets, t Cynthia. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

This Journal will in future be published fortnightly on the 
1st and 15th of every month. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, 
wishing us to read particular paragraphs, to mark the 
passage, by cutting a slit in the paper near it. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes 

much with their proper classification. 
Musicus, Edinburgh.— The Italian Opera in London, both 

before and after its division into two, has always been 

remarkable for its Orchestra. " Les Italiens." in' Paris ; 

" La Scala," in Milan; and "San Carlo." in Naples; 

rank among the most important continental Opera-houses. 



S. C, Fulham. — The double bar, in a chant or psalm tune, 
does not get rid of the disagreeable effect to the ear of 
consecutive fifths and octaves. 

A Subscriber to the Musical Times. — We have already 
frequently stated that the selection of the music in our 
pages, is made with a regard chiefly to choral purposes. 

W. W., Wells. — Your suggestion, however flattering, is of 
too personal a nature for us to propose. 

J. A. B. — We are not acquainted with the composition to 
which you allude. 

T. P. will find a list of Handel's theatrical works in our 
present number. 

Bagpipes.— There is a difference between (?$ and Ab, which 
you will learn on studying " Harmonics." 

Novice. — You should eat, drink, or avoid, what is necessary 
to general good health : such is the best recipe for •' The 
Voice." 

B. T. T. — No value could be fixed on your violin, unless 
inspected by a competent judge. We always advertise 
what we have to sell, as the best means of getting a 
purchaser. 

P. T. M — No good tuner uses more than one fork, from which 
to obtain his first note. 

Musical Student. — The copies were sent for the libraries of 
the Institutions. 



Brief (ffhrotucle of the last iForttujjht. 

St. Geoeoe's Hall. — The grand organ is now com- 
pleted, and was to be tried last night before the mayor and 
council. It is the intention of the St. George's Hall 
committee, if they obtain the sanction of the council, to 
appoint an organist at a liberal salary, whose duties will 
comprise two evening performances for the amusement of 
the working population of the town, who will be admitted 
at a charge of threepence ; and two morning performances, 
to which the admission will be a shilling. — Manchester 
Examiner. 

Mr. Augustus Bit ah am, the tenor singer, summoned 
into the Westminster County Court, last week, Mr. George 
Almond, the lessee of the Surrey Theatre. The claim was 
for £50, for two weeks' salary, in virtue of an agreement 
between the parties, which had been broken in conse- 
quence, as the plaintiff urged, of the unwarrantable substi- 
tution of an opera in which he had never engaged to sing, 
and in which he was asked to take the part of second 
tenor, contrary to the understanding between them. The 
judge gave judgment for the defendant. 

Stonehouse (Gloucestershire). — Selections from Han- 
del and Haydn were performed by the united choirs of 
Stonehouse, Stanley, and Ebley, on the 27th January, 
under the conduct of Mr. J. M. Bullock. 

Merthyr-Tydfil.— The Musical Union, which we 
announced (at p. 147), have continued to give their 
Saturday Evening Concerts ; and have succeeded in their 
laudable object of affording rational entertainment to the 

working-classes. 

Lynn. — The Musical Union's programme, on the 6th 
of Feb., consisted of Mozart's 12th Mass, and a classical 
miscellaneous selection. The programme was repeated on 
the 7th. as a Working Men's Concert, when members of the 
society, their families, and domestics, were admitted at 6d. 
each. By this liberal arrangement, the great works of the 
great masters are rendered accessible to the working class ; 
amongst the audience were upwards of a hundred advanced 
pupils from the parish schools, who were considerately 
admitted gratis. 
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Atherstone. — A successful concert was given on 25th 
January, by Mr. and Mrs. Paget, assisted by Miss 
Rainforth, in the New Corn Exchange, which was 
crammed with the Mite of the town and neighbourhood. 
Mr. W. Brooks, organist of the place (late of Gloucester 
Cathedral) presided at the piano. 

Sale (Cheshire). — We are pleased to record the form- 
ation of a Sacred Harmonic Society in this village, for 
monthly concerts. 

Teignmouth. — Mr. Edward Linter, assisted by his 
pupils, gave a concert on- the 28th January, of music 
arranged for four, five, and seven pianofortes. 

Lancashire Choral Union. — The prize lately offered 
for the best cheerful glee, has been awarded to Mr. Geo. 
B. Arnold, organist of St. Colombo, Ireland. Four of the 
thirty candidate glees were selected for performance at a 
concert on the 1 st February ; Messrs. Hime, Peacock, and 
J. T. Harris, acting as adjudicators. 

Manchester. — At the Gentlemen's Undress Concert, 
on the 31st January, a new resident professor, Herr Hecht, 
made his debut in the D minor Concerto for the Piano- 
forte, by Mendelssohn, Op. 40. 

Bury St. Edmunds. — The Whitney Street Chapel 
Sacred Music Society, consisting of amateurs only, has, 
within the last two months, held four meetings, open to 
subscribers and their friends. Mendelssohn's Elijah was 
given on the 15th of December; Handel's Messiah on the 
29th ; Haydn's Creation on the 19th of January ; and Elijah 
again on the 2nd of February. 

Obituary. — At his residence in the Minster Yard, Linr 
coin, aged 74, died on the 24th January, of paralysis, Mr. 
B. Whall s who was, for more than a quarter of a century, 
master of the boys, tenor singer in Lincoln Cathedral, and 
organist of St. Martin's Church. On the occasion of his, 
interment, the Burial Service of Croft and Purcell was 
performed. 

Newport Pagnel. — The Amateur Musical Society 
gave a public concert on the 1st February, at which Miss 
Stabbach was engaged to assist. In the absence of Mr. 
Josiah Wilford, from sickness, Mr. McKorkill, of North- 
ampton, presided at the piano. 

Melrose (Scotland). — A Choral Society has been 
established here: president, the Rev. H. Randolph, M.A. r 
Oxford, and priest of the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
A new organ has lately been erected in the church, and a 
small one, in the music-room at the parsonage, for the use 
of the society. It is gratifying to hear that choral music 
is beginning to be appreciated ; and there is every proba- 
bility that the society will shortly be under distinguished 
patronage. The society meet twice in each week for 
practice j and sacred concerts will be given from time to 
time, under the management of the master of the Duke of 
Buccleugh's Trinity School, who has consented to be 
honorary conductor and treasurer of the society. 

Music in Wales. — A correspondent writes to us ; — 
" Perhaps it is not generally known that the poor people 
in the slate-quarries in Carnarvonshire are passionately 
fond of music ; and are in the habit of giving, annually, 
prizes in money and medals, for the best Welch Anthem." 
Our correspondent goes on to object that these compo- 
sitions are rarely of a high order j and therefore thinks 
the energy displayed, totally thrown away. We cannot 
quite agree with him in, this ; because the practice of 
sterling compositions which, we know, accompanies the 
prize-giving, will serve ultimately to turn this energy to 
good account. 

St. Columb, (Cornwall.) — A Harmonic Society has 
lately been established here, for the performance of vocal 
and instrumental music. 

Torquay. — On the 30th of January, the Choral Society 
met for an evening concert ; conductor, Mr. John Old. 



Edinburgh Solfeggio Association. — This society, 
formed about sixteen years ago for the practice of choral 
music, gave a private concert on Thursday evening, in the 
Queen Street Hall, which was numerously attended. The 
first portion of the programme was devoted to sacred, the 
latter to secular music. In the former were two move- 
ments from Mozart's famous " Twelfth Mass," which we 
notice particularly, because music of this class is seldom 
heard in our concert-rooms. The manner in which these, 
as well as the other concerted pieces, were sung, was very 
creditable both to the members and Mr. W. Dickson, their 
conductor. — The Scotsman, 12lh January, 1855. 

Cork. — A musical promenade, in aid of the funds of 
the Industrious Blind, took place on the 29th of January, 
in the hall of the Athenaeum. A long list of nobility and 
gentry appear as patrons. 

[Programme. — Vocal performance of the blind, conducted by 
Miss Flanagan. Singing by Gentlemen, friends to the Institution. 
Mons. Roeckel kindly undertakes the accompaniment on the piano. 
Grand Organ — Me J Wheeler kindly presides. Tickets, Is. each.] 

The experiment was attended with even greater suc- 
cess than was anticipated ; and warrants the hope of its 
repetition. 



THE SISTERS. 
(Addressed to three daughters of his friend, Vincent NbveUo.) 
On Emma's honest brow we read display'd 
The constant virtues of the Nut Brown Maid ; 
Mellifluous sounds on Clara's tongue we hear, 
Notes that once lured a seraph from his sphere : 
Cecilia's eyes such winning beauties crown, 
As without song might draw her Angel down. 

Charles Lamb. 
The above verses, written by Elia on an embossed card, 
came (by post, in 1831) enclosed in an envelope bearing 
the following direction : — 
"For 

Saint Cecilia, 

at Sign' Vincenzo Novello's 
Musical Repository, 
No. 67, Frith Street, 

Soho." 



THE UNIVERSAL CIRCULATING MUSICAL 
LIBRARY. 

Many of our readers will be glad to have their attention 
directed towards the very comprehensive Musical Library 
which has been formed by Messrs. Schuermann cfc Co., of 
72, Newgate-street. The catalogue contains more than 
42,042 separately numbered works, embracing almost 
every English and Foreign publication, under various 
headings and subdivisions. 

Libraries of reference are of such absolute necessity to 
all students, especially to the musician, that several 
attempts have been made to satisfy the want ; but most of 
these labor under the serious disadvantage of being con- 
fined to either one class of musical works, or — as in the 
case of the British Museum — of being available only to 
those who can go from home to study. 

Messrs. Schuermann's arrangements allow of a very 
liberal supply of works at the subscriber's private residence, 
and the small annual cost would be well bestowed even by 
those who ultimately intend to purchase a private library 
for their own use, because it affords so complete an oppor- 
tunity of examining the merits of a work previously to 
purchase. A very handsomely printed catalogue may be 
purchased at small cost; its perusal will fully prove the 
great outlay at which the proprietors have got together 
this collection. In its extent and completeness it stands 
perfectly alone ; and the command of such a supply of 
works (which have been hitherto almost unattainable in 
England) may be considered as a considerable advantage 
added to the musical recommendations of London, as a 
residence for the pursuit of musical education. 



